
ôBugs amongst the Sampans
The Thorburn family in Hong Kong are 
an offshoot of the multinational ôBug 
Group on the Clydeõ in Scotland. Capõn 
Jimõs ôTiktikiõ has sailied on the Clyde, 
then the Caribbean and now resides in 
the north of Scotland. ôThorpieõ will no 
doubt make it back there after at least 
two launchings in Hong Kong!

Rossõs ôSpanish Windlassõ
òA very happy long weekend of Bug 
Building! I was right about òSpanish 
Windlassesó they have brought home 
the gunwales and chines at the bow 
perfectly. You canõt always get a cramp to 
apply pressure in 
precisely the direct-
ion you require.ó

New Venue for Canterbury Champs 
Anna Kennedy reports in.. Hi Peter - 
We had a great day at Lake Hood, the 
weather was perfect with light winds in 
the morning and a lot stronger in the 
afternoon. Five races were sailed with 
13 entries and many spectators.     
Nicky Kennedy was the overall winner in 
Flamingo. 1st junior: James Kennedy in 
Hot Buggy, 2nd Michael Collett in Funky 
Bug, 3rd Andrew Hall in Speedy Bug, 
Novice: Hannah Hill in Jitterbug
The lake made it a great spectator sport 
with close-up action and we all had a 
fun day! Regards, Anna 

Excerpts from Letters..
FBHQ gets a lot of correspondence 
often with good humour included.  
See more on www.firebug.co.nz -

òHello, Here is Maria. I have the FireBug 
project to start but now Iõm 3 months 
pregnant! So Iõll have to start the boat next 
summer when Iõm back in Brazil. But donõt 
worry Iõm still in love with the ôBugs!ó

Chris - òI arrived at the club as a few 
Sabots were being rigged up.. ..We soon 
caught up the Sabots, sailed over and un-
der them and generally blew them away!ó

òHave you got any information about 
sleeping on FireBugs? Obviously the 
cockpit is too small and would have to be 
covered with something - centreboard? 
Floorboard? Iõve found nothing like the 
FireBug!ó Anthony lives in South America.

Bill Newtonõs wife - òCan I send the plans 
back plse?  He even reads them in BED!õ

ôThorpieõ - first launching in the pool..

Nemo at Waiheke Island Lenaõs Bug ready to go to 
Mermaid Beach in QLD.

FireBug Build-a-Boat Newsletter #20 December ô05

ôBugNews..20 

FireBugs More & More.. 
FireBug registrations 
have now reached 
into the 680s in 
29 countries. 

REAL SAILORS BUILD THEIR OWN BOATS!

Lake Hood - great small boat venue with ôfull tideõ all day. Nicky Kenndy shows the way!

..second launching in the harbour.

Ross Vennerõs ôSpanish Windlassõ 
- cords and levers used in lieu of 
conventional clamps. 
Cheaper too!

Heading upwind in the light air race.

Top photo - Anna Kennedy

Back row: Michael Collett, Andrew Hall, 
Jessica Hill, Justin Dowell, Michael Power, 
Liam Paulsen. Middle row: Max Rutherford, 
Richard Kennedy, Kate Rutherford, 
Cathryn Bridges, Kate Simpson
Front: Hannah Hill, James Kennedy, 
Nicky Kennedy
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Dog rounds up FireBug!!
Look what Danõs dog brought in from 
the back paddock!  No-one knows how 
it got there or where it came from! 
It looks beaut Dan, are you taking it up 
to the South Island Champs?

Danõs Bug down on the farm in Winton




